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Co-Chairs Carter and Buckley:

We, the undersigned, write this letter in behalf of more than one million
Oregonians who hold life sacred and believe the right to life itself is a civil right
that demands protection.

From the foundation of our nation, as proclaimed in our Declaration of
Independence,

"We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life .... "

We honor women and respect their right to control their bodies. When women
exercise that control in a manner that results in the conception of a baby, another
human being has been created, whose life must also be honored, respected and
protected-the life of the unborn child.

Oregon law enables a pregnant woman the option to terminate her pregnancy by
abortion. When an abortion is elected, we believe its costs should be paid by the
woman, by the unborn baby's father, or by private organizations, and not with
public funds.

Therefore, since elective abortions are viewed by the undersigned and by many
Oregon taxpayers as an egregious practice and a violation of the fundamental
right to life itself, we hereby request public funding for elective abortions be
removed from the proposed 2009-11 Oregon State Budget.

Respectfully requested by the following Oregon Legislators:
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